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Terraced areas in the Alpine environment 
(Vallée d’Aoste – NW Italy): 

an anthropogenic landscape
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PONT SAINT MARTIN - DONNAS VINEYARD 
HISTORICAL TERRACED LANDSCAPE

Late 19 th century
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DIFFERENT TYPOLOGIES OF TERRACE WALLS
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S=200 mq
XIXTH CENTURY CADASTRAL SURVEY CURRENT CADASTRAL SURVEY

Vineyard landscape still 
maintains its original shape 
(historical land fragmentation 
- same owners)



PEDOLOGICAL SURVEYS 
SOIL CHEMICAL ANALYSIS 

PEDOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL 
SOIL PROPERTIES

EVALUATION OF
SOIL PRODUCTIVE VOCATION
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ARNAD STUDY SITE

ARNAD I: 13 years old vineyards (espalier
shaped)

ARNAD II: 12 years old vineyards (pergola 
shaped)

ARNAD III: abandoned (30-35 years)
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ARNAD II

12 years old 
vineyards

Technic Escalic Cambisol

PERGOLA-SHAPED
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Preserving the terraced landscapes of the 
Alpine Arc means to preserve also these
specific soil characteristics.
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Terraced vineyard in Alpine environment 
(Vallée d’Aoste – NW Italy): 
an anthropogenic landscape
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